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22 October 2021 

 

Dear George, 

 
A417 Missing Link: Submission at Deadline A 

 

On 30th September the Examining Authority issued a letter under Section 88 of the 
2008 Planning Act and Rules 4, 6 and 9 of The Infrastructure Planning 
(Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 (the Rule 6 Letter), providing notice of 
appointment of the Examining Authority for the examination of the A417 Missing 
Link Development Consent Order (DCO) application. The Rule 6 Letter provided 
the date, time and place for the Preliminary Meeting alongside procedural 
decisions made by the Examining Authority. 

 

This letter outlines the response of National Highways (the Applicant) to the 
matters raised within the Rule 6 Letter.  

 
1. Examination Procedure 

 
At Procedural Deadline A the Rule 6 Letter makes request for Written Submissions 
on the Examination Procedure, including the use of virtual procedures. In response, 
National Highways can confirm that it is prepared and able to participate using 
virtual procedures.  
 
If a decision is made by the Examining Authority to move toward in person events, 
National Highways have taken note of the recent ‘blended’ hearings on the Sizewell 
C DCO and would request that a similar format is applied for the A417.  
 
2. Examination Timetable 
 
National Highways has reviewed the draft Examination Timetable set out at Annex 
D to the Rule 6 letter. National Highways is concerned that the proposed date for 
Deadline 2 will be difficult to manage for many participants. We understand that this 
concern is shared by Gloucestershire County Council.  
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Appendix A: Additional SoCG  












